
Day 1: We meet after lunch at our hotel in Oregon wine country for introductions and an

orientation of the week ahead. (For those of you flying into Portland International Airport, we will

provide shuttle information.) We are then off to the Carlton Winemaker’s Studio, a collaborative

effort that does the winemaking for 16 different wineries in the area. This is a fantastic start to our

tour, as it allows us to compare wines from various wineries in one sitting. We’ll focus on Pinot

Noirs and experience wines from different wineries that publications such as Wine Spectator,

Wine Enthusiast, and Vinous have rated among the top wines of Oregon. After a leisurely and

educational tasting, dinner is at the Dundee Bistro, a casual yet elegant restaurant beloved by

the wine industry and located in the small town of Dundee.

Day 2: Today our focus is on the Yamhill-Carlton AVA, a protected horseshoe-shaped valley with

Oregon’s Coastal Range on the west, Chehalem Mountain to the north, and the Dundee Hills to

the west. This protected geography, the relatively high altitude compared to the valley below,

and the ancient marine sediment soils produce some of the finest Pinot Noir, Chardonnay, and

other cold-weather grapes in the world. We will visit Elk Cove Winery in the morning, one of the

most respected wineries in the state. Lunch will be on your own in the small town of Carlton. In

the afternoon we’ll do an educational tasting at Ken Wright Cellars – a place where Taste

Vacations’ owner Allan Wright received what he considers the best educational talk about wine

he has ever heard. With a little time for afternoon R&R, we’ll eat at Earth and Sea Restaurant in

Carlton for dinner.

Day 3: We switch to one of the newer, less known, and yet most exciting AVAs in the state of

Oregon: the Ribbon Ridge AVA. Located on a long, ribbon-like ridge that looks out over the

valleys on both sides, the area has produced walnuts, prunes, hazelnuts, hay, Christmas trees,

timber lots, and cattle since the 1800s. Now it is known as a premium wine grape producer. 

Daily Itinerary

4 - 5 people: $3,500

6 - 7 people: $3,200

8 or more people: $3,000

5 days / 4 nights

Private Tour: Date of your choosing, 4 person minimum

Price Per Person:

Oregon Wine Tour 



All local ground transportation

Double occupancy lodging

All breakfasts and dinners

All scheduled activities

Wine during organized tastings

Professional tour guide

Not Included: Travel to and from destination, lunches, wine with meals, personal expenses,

and optional gratuities to local staff and your guide. Travel insurance is also not included,

though we highly recommend it

We will start by visiting Eminent Domaine winery for a chaperoned tasting. Next, we’ll talk to

owner Dan Warnshuis at his Utopia Vineyards. Dan is head of the AVA Association and is the

perfect person to learn the region’s stories and history. We’ll taste his wines, learn about vineyard

practices, play a little bocce, and have a picnic lunch. It is then on to Domaine Divio, lead by

Frenchman and winemaker Bruno Corneaux, who has delectable wines. After a full day on Ribbon

Ridge, we’ll head to the town of McMinnville to explore its antique shops, ice cream parlors, and

tasting rooms before grabbing a beer at McMenamin’s Hotel Oregon and dinner at local favorite

Nick’s Cafe.

Day 4: This morning we head to Dundee, one of the main wine towns in Oregon, not for wine but

for an olive oil tasting at Red Ridge Farms. You’ll be impressed by the official EVOO competition

tasting glasses they use to present their four estate-pressed olive oils and will then have time to

wander the herb garden, nursery, and shop.

Next up is a tasting at Sokol Blosser winery, one of the most famous wineries in Oregon with 50

years of winemaking experience in the state. Lunch will be on your own in Dundee and then in the

afternoon we will visit Duck Pond Cellars, one of the most reputable wineries in the state, for a

delightful tasting. Tonight, we enjoy a delicious final meal at Cuvee Restaurant.

Day 5: After breakfast at our hotel, we’ll say our goodbyes. You are then free to travel on your

journey, either heading to Portland Airport and home or perhaps to explore more of the wonderful

state of Oregon.

What Is Included:

Oregon Wine Tour 

http://redridgefarms.com/taste
http://www.duckpondcellars.com/

